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Editorial

The planning of the Art Libraries Section programme for
2008 conference is well under way. There will be bothan
Open Session in Quebecanda Satellite meeting in Mon-
treal. The call for papers for both events will be published
on Iflaart mailing listand 1FLA Art Libraries website.

This Newsletter has geographically wider perspective
to information than normally thanks to our active mem-
bers, corresponding members and Durban conference.
You will find an article about art libraries in South Africa,
learn about art libraries in Mexico and Metapihi database
from New Zealand. In addition this issue includes many
national reports from nearly all over the world!

Thank you for all the contributions to this Newsletter!

EILA RAMO
Editor
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product of outstanding study of art
catalogues focusing on 18-1gth cen-
tury France, The prize for promotion
is another type of prize. This prize is
given to an outstanding practice, This
year Art Libraries' Consortium which
developed and released cross-search-
ing systemn for art libraries (this was
introduced in an essay by Takeshi Mi-
zutani, ALs Newsletter No. 59, 20086)
and Masaki Murakami in recognition
of contribution for popularize art
books and establishing basis af 1ans
were selected as the winners.

Mexico

ELSA BARBERENA

Asociacion Mexicana de Biblio-
tecarios (AMBAC), Seceidn de
Artes Universidad Nacional
Autdnoma de Meéxico. Facultad
de Filosofia y Letras. Programa
de Posgrado en Bibliotecologia
y Estudios de la Informacion.

[ zoo7 the Arts section of the Mexi-
can Librarians Associalion participal-
ed in several librarians conferences:

+ April 15,2007 Congreso Iberoameri-
cano de Bibliotecologia, Buenos
Aires. Argentina. “De como a travis
de los servicios de consulta de la
Biblioteca Digital/Biblioteca Virtual
seeduca al usuarios de las artes”

{ How art library users are educated
through the reference services ofa
Digital/Virtual Library). Elsa Bar-
berena, Carmen Block, Elda Manica
Ciuerrero, Betsabe Miramontes.

o Mav ird zoo7, XXXV Jornadas
Mexicanas de Biblioteconomia,
Leon, Cuanajuato, Mexico. "Exlibris
mexicanos: Pequenas fuentes para
nuevas aportaciones” {Mexican
exlibris: small resources for future
contributions) Selva Herniandez.
“Elarte en |a obra bibliografica de
Genaro Estrada” ( The art in the
bibliography of Genaro Estrada),
Danmiel de Lira, “Los valores de la
cultura bibliografica v documental
del siglo XX: reflexiones para su
permanencia’ ( Cultural bibliograph-
ical and documentary values of the
XXc: reflections lor their perma-
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nence) Salvador Addn Hernandez.
Juan Miguel Palma. Daniel de Lira.
“Presentacion de la pagina web
Mexarie”. (Presentation of the web
page Mex@rte). Elsa Barberena,
“Teatro: Biblioteca de abras de con-
sulta” (Theater: reference works
library). Imelda Lobato. Leslie Celaya.

The Arts section includes the very rich
cultural heritage of Mexico on visual
arts, architecture, literature, theater,
music, film and photography. Its
portal can be seen at the following url
frttpef v ambac.org mx

In the near future bibliographies
refated o dance and Mexican films
will be included as well as the link for
“Musicat” an archive of X ¥c Mexican
COMpPOSErs,

Artlibraries in Mexico

Majority of the libraries and docu-
mental resource centers about Mexi-
can art and its history are situated in
Mexico City, but there are some alsoin
several states. Here are lists to present
some of them: the first one deals with
cultural foundations and private mu-
seums, the second one present a list of
museums and institutions supported
by the government and the lastone is
devoted to academic institutions,

Cultural foundations
and private museums
* ARCHIVD HISTORICO
DEL COLEGIO DE LAS VIZCAINAS
Calle Vizcainas 21
Colonia Centro,
C.P. o608 México .k
TEL.: 5512 4267; 5512 7600
E-MAIL: vizcainas@infosel net.mx
+ BIBLIOTECA MEXICANA DE LA
FUNDACION MIGUEL ALEMAN
Rubeén Dario 187
Colonia Chapultepec Morelos
C.Ro11570 México DuE
TEL.: 9126 0700 X1 130, 1315
g126 0762
httpeddwwn miguelaleman. org ms/
hiblicteca/bibzooo html
* CASA LAMM BIELIOTECA DE ARTE
FUNDACION TELEVISA
Alvaro Obregon g9g
Colonia Roma. México D.E

TEL: 55144800 exl 35
wwmcasaiamm.r:um.mx
= CENTRO DE ESTUDIOS DE
HISTORIA DE MEXICO CONDUMEX 3
Plaza Federico Gamboa #1
Colonia Chimalistac
San Angel. . & 01070, México D. E.
TEL.: 5326 517453265175
wwwcehtm. com.mx
+ FOMENTO CULTURAL BAMAMEX A.C.
BIELIOTECA ¥ FOTOTECA
Madero17
Centra Histdrico, México pok
TEL:12260234; 1226 0280
wiww banamex.com/esp/filiales/
fomento_cultural/index. htm
* MUSEDQ AMPARO
3 5ur 7ol
Centro Historico
C.p. 72000 Puebla, México
TEL.: +{222) 2303850; 2203051
hrrp:f.-‘www. MusE0ampa ro.comy
* MUSED FRANZ MAYER BIBLIOTECA
ROGERIO CASAS- ALATRISTE H.
Avenida Hidalgo 45
Centro Historico. México p.e.
TEL: 5518 2266 €Xt.236
www.l,l"ran :J‘?HT}TEUTE.HFI
* MUSEO TAMAYOQ CENTRO
DE DOCUMENTACION
Reforma v Gandhi
Bosque de Chapultepec, México, D.r.
TEL: {+0155) 52866519/26
WWW R USE0NrH 3y 0. 0rg

Museums and institutons

financed by the State

* BIBLIOTECA NACIONAL DE

ANTROPOLOGIA E HISTORIA

Av. Pasco de la Reforma ]
y Cale. Gandhi, Mexico .,

TEL.: 5553 6865: 5553 6342
E-MALL: biblio_antropo.bnah@
inah.gob, mx

http:/fwww bnah. inah.gob.mx/
CENIDIM - CENTRO NACIONAL DE
IN?ESTIGﬂCléH, DOCUMENTACION
E INFORMACION MUSICAL “CARLOS
CHAVEZ"

Centro Nacional de las Artes

7% piso de o Torre de investigacion
Rio Churubusca 7y,

Colonia Country Club

Coyoacan, . ' 04220, México D, E !
TEL.: 1253 9415; 1253 9400,

exL 1175 Y oo




e-mail: cenidim@corren.cnart.mx
hetp:dfwww.cenart.gob.mx/centros!
cenfdim/

* COMACULTA -
BIBLIOTECA DE LAS ARTES
Avenida Rio Churubusco
Col.Country Club, ¢.r. 04220
Mexico D.F
fesphib@correo.cnart mx
www, cnea.gob. mx

= MUSED DE ARTE CARRILLO GIL
Avenida Revolucion 1608
Colonia San Angeﬂ. Mexico D.E
TEL: 5550 6260; 5550 39 83
www. macg. inba, gob, mx

+ MUSED JOSE LUIS CUEVAS
BIBLIOTECA ¥ CENTRO DE DOCL-
MENTACION “ocTAvIO PAZ"
Academia g
Centro Historico, México .k
TEL.: 55220156
www.museojoseluiscuevas.con, imx

»* SINAFO — SISTEMA NACIONAL
DE FOTOTECAS
Casasola s/n Exconvento de San
Francisco
Col.Centro. ¢.p. 42050
Pachuca. Hidalgo, México

TEL: +{52) (771]) 7143 653: 7191 273

E-MALL: atencidn.sinafo@
inah gob.mx
httpetdwwwesinafo.inah. gob mx/

Academic and

research institutions:

* UNAM- ESCUELA NACIONAL DE
ARTES PLASTICAS CENTRO DE
DOCUMENTACION FROFESOR JOSE
NATIVIDAD CORREA TOCA
{Biblioteca, Fototeca v Videateca)
Avenida Constitucidn oo
Col. Barrio la Concha, c.p. 16210
Mexico D.E
http:/fwww.enap. unarm.mx/

* UNAM, INSTITUTO DE INVESTIGA=
CIONES EIBLIDERAFIHS, BIBLIO=
TECA NACIONAL
Centro Cultural Universitario, cu
Delegacion Covoacan, €.». 04510
Mexico pb.F
TEL,: 5622 6800
hetp:/tbiblional bibliog unam. mx/

* UNAM-INSTITUTO DE INVESTI=
GACIONES ESTfTICAE BIELIOTECA
JUSTING FERNANDEE
Clircuito Mario de la Cueva, Cd:
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Universitaria

Delegacion Coyoacin, ¢.r. 04510
México D.F.

TEL.: (53)50665 2465; 56227540
http:/fwww.esteticas. unanm.mx/

United Kingdom
DOUGLAS DODDS

anLis/uk & Ireland
Victoria and Albert Museum

‘Ihe arLis/uk & Ireland Annual
Conference was held in Cheltenham
from 4-6 July and was entitled Beauti-
ful and useful? Supporting the Arts and
Crafts in the 21t Century. Speakers
covered a wide range of subjects, in-
cluding aspects of the Arts and Crafts
movement itsell, plus contemporary
practice and a number of impressive
digitisation projects at the University
of Gloucestershire, Glasgow School of
Art and elsewhere. Delegates also dis-
cussed priorities for the Society in the
coming year and reviewed plans for
re-launching the arvLis website, Fora
fuller report, see the ArRLIS News-sheer
no. 189, S-epl:mber.n’ October 2007,
PP /=13

Mext year’s conference will be held
in Liverpool from 23-25 July 2008,
and is timed to coincide with the
city’s vear as European Capital of
Culture. As such, it promises to be an
exciting and informative experience.
In addition the Society continues to
organise other visits, talks and study
days throughout the year, For more
details about ArLIS events, see the
Society’s website at: htip:/fwww.arlis.
org. ik

ARLIS/UK & [reland continues to
maintain the arlis. net service (wan
aris.net), which includes an online
directory of art libraries and an as-
sociated union list of art and design
serials. The website’s links page has
recently been updated to incorporate
additional references 1o other use-
tul sources of information, including
artists’ papers and auction house sale
catalogues. Following on from the de-
cision in Durban to stop maintaining
the 1FLa Directory of Art Libraries,
the arfis.net links page also includes a

list of some national directories of art
libraries,

The Society’s chair is now Vanessa
Crane, who took over from Sue Price
in Spring 2007, As a result of refur-
bishments at the Courtauld Institute,
the arL15 administrative office has
now been relocated to the vaa. The
contact information for the Society's
business manager is as follows:

AMY DONNISON
Business Manager

arL1s/UK & Ireland

Word & Image Department
Victoriaand Albert Museum
South Kensington

Cromwell Road

London, sw7 2RL

TEL. 0207 942 2317

EMaTL: arlis@vam . dac. uk

United States

JEANETTE CLOUGH
Getty Research Library,
Los Angeles, ca

News and Projects:

ARLIS/NA chose nol Lo renew its
membership in1ri.a. The Board con-
sidered the dues structure dispropor-
tionate to ARLIS/NA S overall budget
and in relation to its level of inter-
action with 1FLA, and preferred to
fund other arLIS projects and activi-
ties. American Libraries Association
and Special Libraries Association
continued their membershipsin tFLa
and in the Art Libraries Section.

The major bibliographic utilities
ocLc’s Worldeat and Research
Libraries Information Network
(RLIN) are merging. The ocLc search
interface will be used. Records are
migrating from RLIN to 0CLE,

THE WOMEN AND ART ROUND TAELE
{ARLIS/NA) WIKIPEDIA PROJECT:
Members of the Women and An
Roundtable (http:y/fcondor. depaul,
edu/~sclarke/arlis/womart him )
noted Wikipedia's inadeguate cover-
age of women’s art, Despite questions
regarding its vahdiry asa source,
Wikipedia is widely used by research-
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Speciai 1ssue;

Art libraries and art librarianship in Latin America
Documenting Latin American art at MoMA
A UK art librarian in Argentina

Reviews

Volume 30 Number :

E"‘..':"'n".ll_' L[E‘ i'l'”:l]ll 'a[]'l-i-_"'ll ([ I,Il,ll\ It

Leitschrift fir Kunsthibliotheken

Revisra de Bibliotecas de Arte
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Investig(@rte:
the national network of
art libraries in Mexico’

Elsa Barberena, Carmen Block and Elda Mdénica Guerrero

Mﬂxican art, dating back to 2500 BC, is enormously rich and stylistically
varied, the product of the country’s indigenous, ‘mestizo’ [mixed race] and
Mexican cultures, which range from Olmec, Teotihuacan, Zapotec and Mixtec, to
Mayan and Aztee. During the colonial period, the influence of European art was
added, brought via Spain, and at the same time Catholicism prevailed over pre-
Hispanic polytheism. Mexican culture as it is known today emerged at the end of
the Spanish colonial period and its wealth is amply demonstrated in the content of
the writings and other documents found in Mexican libraries today.

English verrinn by Gillian Varley and Alson Minns

Investig@rte: aim and priorities

To promote the richness of Mexican culture, art
librarians in this country propose to create a national
nerwork of art libraries, whose activities could be
managed by the revived Art Section of the
Asociacion Mexicana de Bibliotecarios, A.C. Mexico
City's 100 libraries and collections of documents on
Mexican art would form the basis of this nerwork,
which would include libraries with collections on
the visual arts, architecture, literarure, theatre,
music and dance.

The first priorities are

* to re-establish the art section of the Asociacitn
Mexicana de Bibliotecarios (AMBAC)
to draw up the parameters for the nerwork
to study and analyse other art library networks,
such as the Vitruvio network in Argentina'
* to expand the existing directory of Mexican art

libraries and document collections
* to establish guidelines for running the network.

Several of the elements for this project already exist,
namely the directory of Mexican libraries and art
collecnons on the Mex(@arte wehsite: the

-Méxicoarte database on Mexican plastic arts and

architecture; the controlled vocabulary generated
from thar database; and the Pepenar union catalogue
of perindicals on Latin American art and
archirecture,

It is proposed that the network be called
Investig@rte,

The directory of libraries

This directory lists Mexican art libraries with
collections that include books, journals, manuscripts
and archives, in both print and electronic format.
The concept of a library has been continually
redefined throughout history. During the 17th
century 4 library meant not only the place but also
the book. | am referring here to the concept of a
‘library" as envisaged by a group of scholars,
researchers and writers whose analysis was
published in the journal Artes de Mévico® in a special
issue devoted to the Palafoxiana Library in the city
of Puebla, the broad universal knowledge contained
in its books and the artistic wealth of their bindings,
rypography and illustrations. In this issue Margarita
de Orellana sees the library as a huge banquer
awairing rhe diners (researchers) who look forward

15
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Wational Library, National Autonomous University of Mevico (UNAM)

to a great feast, and as a paradise where any editor,
designer, illustrator or printer can leave their
professional mark in all manner of ways. Alfonso
Alfaro echoes the above view by discussing the book
as an art object examples are those troe works of
art, the legal patents of nobilicy in the Naronal
Library; the items that form the collection of the
Franz Maver Museum Library and those of the
library of the Mexican History Research Cenrre
CONDUMEX: the Mexican and European
incunabula in those same libraries; or the 'book-
object’ [libro-objeto] ‘where reading combines with
artistic endesvour to create an object’. such as those
exhibired ar the Ceneral Library of the Natonal
Auronomous University of Mexico (LINAAD. In the
same issue Roger Chartier ralks of the need
nrganise all this wisdom effectively t ensure
efficient retrieval. Alberto Manuel, referring to the
Library of Alexandria, asserts that familiaricy with
the writren word introduced that town's citizens
the habit of reading,

Or directory of art libraries, then, 15 an invitation
to the paradise that is a library; an inviration o
devour the pages of its books, to become an avid
reader, to rejoice in their art, to accept or reject
theories, to encounter the dead as if they had come
to life. to defend the book, as Umberto Eco urges in

2h

Phon: Lourdes Crog

the same issue of Arrer de Wivien, because the book is
a fragile being, deteriorating with ime. prone t
destruction by rodents and suffering in inexpert
hands. This culrural herieage has inspired learning,
knorwledge, reflection, inspiration, satsfaction and
aesthetic pleasure for all those who visit libraries
and enjov their collections.

The Mext@wite web page

The Mex(it rre web page provides a bio-
hiblingraphical guide with images and links. The
menu inclades

* libraries (information on the documentation
enllections in Mexico Citv)

= catalogues (direct access to online ihrary
catalogues)

* the pre-Hispanic era and its preclassic, classic
and postclassic periods fapproximacely $000
vears)

= the colomal or Vieeregal pernod, representing
ity vears of Spanish conguest and rule; chis
was also a period in which the indigenous
popularion reasserted its authority,
transforming and enriching the stvles of the
Furopean Renaissance and Barogue
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* the modern period (179 vears of Mexican
independence), when scientific discoveries were
making possible the analysis of the natural
world and when painting found its national
volce

the contemporary lﬁcrmd, when over 200
artists engage not only in Mexican muralism
but also in other artistic endeavours, either in
groups or individually,

The Méxicoarte database

The aim of this database, which is on the web page
of UNAM's Libraries Department, is to provide
information about Mexican plastic arrs and
architecture, and it is supported by an information
infrastructure which can be used for methodological
research in these disciplines. The Méxicoarte
database also aims to contribute to the spread of

The Central Library of UNAM.

knowledge about Mexican art through irs
incorporation into the major information 5YSICmS
dealing with this specialism.

There are curremtly some 4800 records, linking
information on art from the pre-Hispanic, colonial,
modern and contemporary periods ro that on
Mexican plastic arts and architecrure. The database
also contains one full-text jonrnal (Amaler def Tastituty
de Investigaciones Extéticas’) and rables of contents.

The methodalogy for setting up the database
involved both print and electronic resources:
seventeen bibliographical indexes, six dircctories,
three catalogues and a dictionary were located,
reviewed and analysed. The information was
assembled and classified, resulting in a total of 7000
items arranged by subject, style {(pre-Hispanic,
colonial, modern and contemporary), medium
{pamnting, sculpture, drawing, engraving,
photography, architecture), author, title and source.

A controlled \'lJC;JlJ!L].:H’].' wias E[I?\.'EI,I_I],"]I'_'['.I.
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specifically for Méxicoarte,
using the model of Arr index
and with similar aims 1o
those of the Gerry
Foundation's thesaurus: o
improve aceess to
information about the
plastic arts and architecture,
and also o be of value as a
cataloguing authority. It
offers a structure and a
classificarion scheme that
are of grear benefit in the
documentation process,

The vocabulary can also
serve as a search tool in
natural language retrieval
systems and is valuable for
the richness of its content
and the contextual
knowledge it contains. [ts
semantic nerworks show the links and
interconnections between concepts and thus ensure
mare effective retrieval. It contains 997 topics or
descriptors and includes synonyms, relared terms,
geographical locarions and “see’ and ‘see also’
references in an alphabetical sequence. It does
include proper names.

i

Union catalogues of periodicals

Electronic Keference Department, Central Library, UNAM,

The planned narional network will be able to use
Pcpenar, the existing union catalogue of periodicals
on Latin American artand architecrure. ‘Pepenar’ is
a Mexican term that means 1o gather, choose or pick
one or more items from a selection.* The catalogue
contains details of approximarely 400 titles held in
Mexican libraries. It works in a similar way to
library networks, by providing access to
information, allowing users to sclect one or more
items of data or themes from archives, libraries and
museums, und ¢nabling them to find the collection
that is of most interest to them.

Another union caralogue which can be consulted
online is Seriunam, which was compiled by the
UNAM's Department of Libraries; the 219 current
periodical titles, available on the website of
UNAM's Instituto de Investigaciones Estéticas, are
an example of whar one library can bring to the
Investig(@rte project, This site also includes links to
the indices, A further addition to the project, from
the same library, is the Bexart darabase,
which contains records for 10,796 exhibition
catalogucs,

28
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The Art Section of the Asociacién
Mexicana de Bibliotecarios A.C.

AMBAL, the association of Mexican libradans, has
been active since 1954, The Arr Section was
established in 1984, and includes libraries and
collections of documents un art and archirecture,
Forty such libraries and collections were invited to
participate and their data were published in the
Tnternational direciary of art libraries, the online
dircetory of the International Federation of Library
Associarions ([FLA).

In 1992, the president of AMBAC requested that
the section cover the arts in general (literature,
theatre, music and dance), as well as the visual arts.
It should now be possible to re-energise the enlarged
Section, which has been inactive since 1992, through
the project to create a nerwork of Mexican art
libraries.

The aims of the revived Arr Section would be

® o encourage the use of are libraries and

audiovisual resources as a source of information
on the arts

* to foster research into new developments in art

librarianship, documentation and audiovisual
collections

* to revise and expand the directory of Mexican

libraries with holdings on art

* to make contact with Mexican and international

organisations with stmilar aims

* 1 promote conrinuing professional

development among members, as well as to
encourage the exchange of ideas and provide all
aspects of technical support.,
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The Assaciation’s undtr]}.'[ug guu]& of education and
information can be achieved through conferences,
seminars, round-tables, publications, web pages,
chat-rooms, ete,

The acrivities of the Section in managing the
national netwaork would include

* maintaiming up-to-date information in IFLA's
Fusernational divectory of art libraris
refining the Mexicoarte database
updating the directory of librares and the links
to their respective web pages
continuing the expansion of the Pepenar union
catalogue of periodicals
indexing the new series of the journal Arte b
Mévien (nos. 1-34, T988-1997) and including it in
the Mexicoarte database
running the Mex( rte web page for people
searching for biblivgraphical information on
Mexican plastic arrs and archirecture, and
expanding the range of subjects covered
compiling biographical informarion on
approximately 2000 Mexican arrises and
sending it to the Union List of Arrists” Names
(ULAN) ar the Gerry Foundation
developing the existing controlled vocabulary of
terms used in the plastic arts and architecture
developing a course in art librarianship as pare
of the post-graduare programme in
librarianship at the Faculty of Philosophy and
Lerrers, UNAM
investigating the creanon of a digital ibrary.

Finally, the Art Section will promote Mexico's
cultural and artistic richness, which is the
fundamental anm of the whole project,

* Revised version of paper presented to the Section
of Art Libraries at the World Library and
Information Congress, 70th [FLA General
Conference in Buenos Aires, Argentina, August
2004,

|
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