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There is not a consensual definition of terrorism that 
encompasses attacks, whether against civilian 
noncombatants or armed military (Ranstorp 2007). 
One of the most widely used definitions of terrorism is 
provided by the U.S. Department of State. According 
to the definition included in the Title 22 of the U.S. 
Code, Section 2656f(d), “terrorism is premeditated, 
politically motivated violence perpetrated against 
noncombatant targets by subnational groups and 
clandestine agents, usually intended to influence an 
audience”. The term “noncombatant” includes 
civilians and the military personnel who are unarmed 
or not on duty (U.S. Department of State 2004). While 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) defines 

terrorism as “the unlawful use of force or violence 
against persons or property to intimidate or coerce a 
government, the civilian population, �or any segment 
thereof, in furtherance of political or social objectives”. 
Both definitions of terrorism share a common theme: 
The use of violence intended to influence a course of 
action that furthers a political or social goal. 
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